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EDITORIAL NOTES. mountebank who, for his own advantage or whim, i 

will readily say one thing to-day and the very oppo- if 

When the 1876 Charter took away from the mem- es oy) Re | 
ights and _privil t 

bere te When Sir Henry Simpson moved that the further 


with the diploma nothing was said about “dishonour 


and robbery.” The whole thing was done so quietly consideration of the New Charter be referred to the | | 


that until it Kahed not twent Parliamentary Committee he made the assertion iT 
satil nat that he did so ** because on looking back I found that 


knew what had been done. It is quite different . - 
now, when the proposal is publicly made to restore | that Committee had always had the handling of 
their privileges. The small minority of, the pro- Charter business before. In 1876 in 1879 and in iH 
fession into whose hands all offices of trust and | 1883 we obtained charters. We have looked back a 
honour have fallen do not intend to submit to any | With the purpose of verifying Sir Henry's assertion, HY 
equalisation withont a fight. Only one in fifteen | but unsuccessfully. Perhaps some of our readers can j 
of us are Fellows, and of this small proportion a direct us to the chapter and verse which proves the if 
large number are willing to assent to a hia Charter | Statement. Precedents are not to be lightly neglect- 
which will give equal political rights. It is not | but we ought to be sure they are exact and ap- 7 
asked that the members and Fellows shall be forced | Plicable. ve SHRINE i 
on to the same level, it is admitted that a man who| In another column will be found an extract from + i 
has passed his examination and paid his fees has a| The Daily News giving some information as toa 
right to claim that the Fellowship is really “a| most important Congress to be held in August—The | 

higher degree.” The only alteration desired is that | International Hygienic Congress. Amongst the it 
a member shall have restored to him the elementary | public bodies taking part in the organization of this a 
political right of sitting on the representative | meeting are The Royal College of Physicians, The ’ 
governing body of their profession if elected by | Royal College of Surgeons, and The Royal Agri- i 
ballot. This is surely a very reasonable claim to| cultural Society—but not the Royal College of if 
make, but a selfish minority call it “injuring the| Veterinary Surgeons. Hygiene, even when con- a 
Fellowship degree,” “ dishonouring the profession,” | fined to the health of human beings, cannot be f 
&c. In a letter to a contemporary, above the signa- | considered in the widest and most accurate manner ‘if 


ture “ F.R.C.V.S.” a most uncalled for threat is| by ignoring the veterinarian. The flesh and milk iM 
made—-no less than a suggestion that if the New | of animals form too important a part of human food i 
Charter contains a clause restoring the members’ | to render their consideration complete without the A 


rights a small section of the Fellows will go behind | assistance of the men who know most about the 
the profession and attempt to induce the Privy | diseases of the animals from which they are derived. a 
Council not to grant it! ‘his threat to try and | Then we have the list of diseases communicable from if 
make the Privy Council believe we are a divided | animals to man—anthrax, glanders, rabies and 
profession may be only the raving of one distem- | tuberculosis. We have also the diseases said to be "i 
pered mind, but it is worth remembering. We feel | communicable from animals to man—diphtheria, 
certain it does not express the thought of the better | scarlet-fever, septic sore-throat, and possibly tetanus. 
men amongst the Feliows, but it only too truly | These are questions which cannot be elucidated : 
expresses the thought of a noisy few, who dread fair | without the assistance of the veterinarian, but they 1 
and open competition. This small clique whv have| may be, as they have been before, mystified and 
now the power and the offices pretend that the | confused, to the great injury and loss of persons Hi 
agitation for a New Charter is the work of a few, | whose trade it was to supply milk and flesh. Again, 
and represents only the discontented or stupid mem- | there are the questions of the importation of live- a 
bers. ‘They profess to believe that the spokesmen | stock and dead meat, the question of public abattoirs At 
of the party of progress have no companions in | or private slaughterhouses ; the use of horse flesh as \d 
feeling and ideas save those who have been misled. | food; and the manner in which horses and other 
Their pretences deceive no one, and they themselves | animals are kept in towns in relation to human 
have the liveliest appreciation of their falsity. | health and life. 
When you cannot refute an opponent’s arguments,| It is desirable that the veterinary profession should 
to abuse and malign his motives is a very old line {take part in this Congress. The other bodies will 
of policy. It is seldom successful, and we are sure | welcome our assistance, and it is for us at once to 
: will not deceive the profession who, to quote | offer our services. The Royal College of Veterinary 
-R.C.Y.S., “will not allow themselves to be misled | Surgeons cah well afford to assist pecuniarily and 
‘or influenced by any impudent, unscrupulous’! scientifically at a Hygienic Congress. 
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On Tuesday last a meeting of the New Charter 
Committee was held, but we are unable to give any 
report of the proceedings, owing to the members of 
Council engaged on it having changed their minds. 
At the first meeting our reporter was allowed to be 

resent, at this one all publicity was objected to by 
Bir Henry Simpson, Mr. Jas. Simpson, and Dr. 
Fleming. A vote was taken with the result that 
- two voted for publicity and four against. 


The whole time of the Charter Committee on 
Tuesday was occupied in listening to the reading of 
an interesting report submitted by the Solicitor, on 
the order of the President. This report summarised 
all the points of interest, bearing upou proposals for 
a New Charter, contained in the Charters of other 
Corporate Bodies who examine and admit graduates. 
Our Solicitor had extracted from these charters the 
regulations bearing upon the political rights of the 
different grades of graduates; the fees and examina- 
tions enforced ; the holding of appointments ; and the 
election of officers. This report is to be printed 

rivately, and not issued tothe profession, Mr. James 
Sucaaas was the proposer of this motion, and we 
cannot but say that it shows a want of confidence 
which is not flattering to the general practitioner. 
The extreme cleverness of the move by which these 
matters were forced into the hands of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee is made more evident at each 
meeting. The profession can do nothing at present— 
their hands are tied most effectually, but when the 
April elections come all this must be remembered. 


At the last meeting of the South Durham and 
North Yorkshire V.M.S. Mr. Nettleton read a paper 
on the question “Is a New Charter needed.” Like 
every one else,who isfnot amember of Council he re- 
cognised the fact that only three ‘questions were 
worth discussing, but these he disposed of in a 
manner which may be called original. 

The controversy about the Ninth Clause he would 
settle by giving every member who passed prior 
to 1876 the Fellowship degree on payment of the 
Fees, and he flattered himself that this would be 
nice for the College Funds. We shall expect soon 
to hearasimilar suggestion concerning the Mem- 
bership. It is beautifully simple. It would be 
“nice for the College funds” if we gave the dip- 
loma say to 200 students on their merely paying dou- 
ble fees. It is pleasant to know that the general feel- 
ing of the meeting was against Mr. Nettleton. 
As to the election of Vice-presidents and the Dual 
appointment, this gentleman said “ the objections to 
these exist mostly in imagination, I will therefore 
not argue them.” Perhaps he was wise, but his 
estimate of his fellow practitioners as men of imagi- 
nation is erroneous. ‘hey are very practical and we 
are content to accept their almost unanimous ver: 
dict that there are hard concrete reasons why these 
two matters should be altered. Mr. Mulvey’s cards 
show that 23 members agree with Mr. Nettleton but 
1004 are against bim. 


CASES AND ARTICLES 


DEATH FROM FROZEN CARROTS. 
By A. Jacoss, M.R.C.V.S. 


I was called inon January 4th to see a valuable 
5 year old Bay Carriage Mare, thought to have in. 
fluenza. She was feeding up to mid-day on 
Saturday, and had been eating some carrots. [ 
could feel no pulse, at least only a very slight one, 
temperature 108, pawing slightly; had passed soft 
dung and urinated all right. I gave a fever drink 
but death took place in two hours; she died 
quietly. 

Post-mortem. Acute inflammation at the begin- 
ing of the rectum which took the form of an elong- 
ated patch, two feet long, like a narrow streak about 
two inches wide. On opening the intestine some 
undigested pieces of carrot were all that was found. 
Every other part perfectly healthy, heart rather fat. 
On investigation at the stables I was told she had 
been given some carrots on Saturday, and that they 
were hard frozen. She was the only animal in the 
stable that had these frozen carrots, and I could 
find no other cause of irritation, though the lesions. 
seem not to account for the very high temperature. 


“ ABORTION.” 
By E. A. M.R.C.V.S. 


In a recent number of The Record I was interested 
to find a note by Mr. Eggleton on Abortion. Iam 
somewhat in accord with Dr. Bruce in doubting 
whether abortion in itself ought to be styled a disease. 
If Prof. Nocard’s pinion could be accepted as de- 
finite and conclusivevi, z., that abortion is a con- 
tagious disease caused by the presence of a specific 
microbe—the question would be settled, but as 4 
matter of fact abortion may result from many causes 
such as functional derangements of other organs, from 
debility, ill usage ete. 

If however, it were desirable to classify it I would 
suggest that it might appropriately be termed 4 
dietetic disease, for in the majority of instances it is 
to be traced to the food supply. Every observer tells 
the same tale, and issues the same warning against 
the use of badly harvested or overheated bay, frosty 
turnips etc. There exists much difference of opinion 
as to the influence of ergotised grasses, of sympathy, 
and contagion, but all are agreed as to the pernicious 
results of indigestion. : 

It is a most instructive fact how certainly and 
sometimes quickly—as in cases of hoven—irritation 
of the digestive tract reacts upon the uterus, ‘I'here 
appears to be the greatest sympathy between these 
organs, therefore in a dairy where the system 0 
feeding and general treatment induces plethora an 
indigestion it is not a matter for surprise if abortions 


are common, or that their frequency should give rise 
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to the idea that contagion or sympathy were at work. 
There is a great tendency to try and transform cows 
into mere milking machines, and it is often a hard 
task to make men understand the dangerous tend- 
ency of their endeavours. They do a sort of calcula- 
tion as if they were dealing with a steam engine—so 
much coal, so much water, equals so much power. 
With a cow it is—so much cake, chaff, grains, roots 
and hay equals so much milk. 

With regards to Mr E. W. Emery’s letter as to the 
definition of the term abortion, I am inclined to differ 
somewhat from the opinion which he quotes. In my 
judgment abortion consists in the expulsion of the 
foetus before it is capable of an independent existence, 
aborted calves are not necessarily still-born, and 
although they may live a short time are not capable 
of continuing to live. In cases of premature birth 
the norma] period of pregnancy has not expired but 
at the same time the calf is so far developed that if 
born alive it is capable of being reared. 


RUPTURE OF THE JUGULAR, AND PHLEBITIS 
By R. C. Irvine, F.R.C.V.S. 


On the 29th of July last 1 was called to a thorough- 
bred mare that had become impaled on an iron hook 
and by struggling torn it out so as to leave a very 
large wound. The wound commenced a little in 
front of the point of the shoulder and extended up- 
wards along the course of the jugular vein for four- 
teen inches. The lips of the wound were gaping, 
several muscles partially torn across, and the large 
vein, exposed for six inches, was hanging in the 
form ofaloop. The vein was quite pervious and 
seemed uninjured except in the damage done to its 
connections. The wound was brought together 
and closed with pin-sutures over the injured vein. 
For three or four days the healing process seemed to 


- be going on well, and both extremities of the wound 


healed by first intention. Then swelling increased 
and the part over the exposed vein became painful. 
The sutures were removed and some pus liberated. 
The parts were carefully cleansed and treated with 
a solution of Jeyes’ Fluid and Boracic Acid—the 
one for washing and the other dusted on afterwards. 
Granulation set in and again the wound seemed to 
be closing healthily and well for some days. 

About twelve days after the occurrence of the 
accident I was passing the stable and looked in to 
See my patient. The loose-box was like a’slaughter- 
house—blood all over the walls and manger and 
floor. {[ was told that about twenty minntes prior 
to my call the mare was found with blood gushing 
from the wound and they supposed a vein had burst. 
Pails of cold water were thrown over the neck and 
4 cloth was held as a compress to the wound. These 
means proved successful and all bleeding had ceased. 
Hoping to avoid ligaturing the vein I simply had 
~ animal put on the pillar-rein. In the evening 

called again to find hoemorrhage just re-commenc- 


ing. I found the wound ‘in the vein and ligatured 
it above with one strong silk cord. Next day the 
vein was much distended. In three or four more 
days, just above the ligature a small abscess formed 
op the hard and knotted vein. This healed, but 
for nearly three weeks sections of the vein, from 
below upwards, became distended, \hard and painful, 
terminating in the formation of abscesses. No 
more bleeding occurred, the original wound healed 
up and the last abscess occurred at the bifurcation 
in the parotideal region. From this, both bran- 
ches as far as they could be traced became enlarged, 
hard and I suppose obliterated, but no suppuration 
resulted. 

During all this trouble the mare became very 
weak and thin but improved immediately after the 
last abscess healed. For three months she was off 
work, but has during the last two months or more 
worked in harness without showing any sign of dis- 
comfort from the total loss of the large vein. It is 
just possible that some fresh injury may have 
caused the rupture of the vein, but I incline to think 
it was due to septic inflammation with possibly 
some comparatively slight injury to the coats of the 
vein when it was torn from its bed. A good deal 
of swelling took place in the wound just over the 
part where the vein was laid bare, and the pus 
which formed found a very favourable condition in 
the loose connective tissue of the part for becoming 
putrid. Ithink ina similar case, if I ever meet 
another, I should be inclined to discard tight liga- 
tures in the wound over an exposed vein and trust 
to healing by granulation under the strictest aseptic 
care in such circumstances. I hardly expected 
healing by first intention in so large a wound, es- 
pecially with such a length of vein exposed, but I 
always hope and try for the most favourable method 
of union if there is a possibility of its being ob- 
tained. Had the vein not been exposed I am con 
vinced the wound wonld have closed without 
suppurtion. 


THE NEW CHARTER CENSUS. 


Mr. Mulvey writes—‘“‘Since sending you the returns 
of the number of post cards received in reply to the 
circular re a New Charter several additions have 
come to hand, and the numbers now stand as 
follows :— 


To alter IX Clause ose 1050 
To make Council entirely elective 1084 
To limit the Dual appointment 1061 
Replies answering “Yes” to all questions 
numbered 1004 
Do. do. “ No.” 23 


I am sure your readers will be pleased to hear 
that four gentlemen occupying prominent positions 
on the Examining Board have recorded their votes 
against the Dual appointment. 


| 
3 
4 
“aby 
ay 
| 
4 
| 
at 
| 
| 
| i 


340 THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Fanuary 10, 1891. 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 


At meetings ofthe Board of Examiners held in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, on and between Dec- 
ember 18th and 23rd, the following gentlemen pas- 
sed their final examination .and were admitted 
Members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgevuns. 


Dick CoLLEGE— 


Mr. J. Boase, Dundee. 

» H.C. Harris, Edinburgh. 

» H. Kenny, Edinburgh. 

» W. J. McCastan, Newtownard, Co. Down. 
» 8. Stockman, Edinburgh. 

J. Thompson, Hetton-le-Hole, Durham, 
» JR. St. John Walley, Edinburgh. 

» W. B. West, Dublin. 

W. Williams, Llandre. ‘ 

» D. H. Wood, Falkland, Fifeshire. 

» G. H. Yates, Widnes. 


Giasaow CoLLEGE— 


Mr. P. Connolly, Warrenpoint, Co. Down. 
» A. J. Milligan, Dalbeattie. 

» T. B. Muter, Glasgow. 

» A. Hill, Ballynahinch, Co. Down, 

» RB. H. Dalglash, Glasgow. 

» A. Millar, Lochwinnoch, Renfrew. 
» 9. Kinnear, Glasgow. 

» -. H. Griffin, Skerries, Co. Dublin. 
» B. Fessie, Paisley. 

*,, W. 8. Murrick, Holehsburgh. 

» ©. A. Squair, Kildrummie, Nairn. 
» J. Meikle, Stranraer 

W. Logan, Ayr. 

» D. Clark, Kilmarton, Argyle. 


New 


Mr. J. D. Baker, Limerick. 

» JR. Bell, Arbroath. 

» J. Brand, Belfast. 

» M. A. Cassidy, Enniskillen, 
» 9. Cockburn, Kelso. 

» T. Hume, Kelso, 

» J. P. Isherwood, Edinburgh 
» J. A. R. Towers, Liverpool. 


The following gentemen passed their Second 
Examination : 


Dick CoLLEGE— 
Mr. W. T. Elder. | 


*,, J. Loughnan » H. Shaw 
» A. Moon. » T. Smith 
» T. Maughan *, J. Tainsh 
Guiascow CoLLEGE— 
Mr. H. H. Hazed tMr. F. T. Bast 
» H. L. Chambers » W.M. Wi is 
» BR. Mason 


New 


Mr. F. T. Blakemore Mr. T. H. Jowett 

Bland » J.M. Lund 

Bilison 
in 

Farmer W. C. Patrick 

» R. Taylor 

J.S. Gould ©. D, Wishart 


The following gentlemen passed their First 


Examination: 


Dick CoLLEGE— 


Mr. W. Blackburn Mr. R. Harris 
» W. Connor J. Hamilton 
*,, M. Dugdin » J. W. Masheter 
t,, E.R. Gibson » W.S. Mills 
» G.R. Grant » -.J. Nolan 
» E. Hall » J. Peddie 
» C.G. Hill » 4. H. Pratt 
Giasecow CoLLEGE— 
Mr. McRobbie Mr. J. Paterson 
» F. W. Thompson » W. L. McKenzie 
» A. C. Howatt » F. Dyke 
» D.S. Houston 
New 
Mr. H. B. Allen Mr. B. Holmes 
» J. Bibby » J. W. Irving 
» J.P. Byrne » J. Nutall 
*,, A. T. Copeland » J. S. Smith 
» H. Deakin » A. Tully 


» B.A. Fowler 


*. Marked thus, passed with Great Credit. 
t ” » Very Great Credit. 


R. RurHerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. 
Sccretary to the Board of Examiners. 
Edinburgh, Dec. 31, 1890. 


NOTICES OF BOOKS AND MAGAZINES. 


(1) The Live Stock Journal Almanac is so well- 
known that we need say little to commend it to 
every veterinary practitioner who takes more than 
a pathological interest in our domestic animals. 
The issue for 1891 extends to over 260 pages, and 
besides all the usual information to be found in 
works of the kind, it contains about 450 short 
articles contributed by special writers on nearly 
every subject connected with the breeding, rearing, 
feeding, buying and selling of live stock. It is 
impossible for any one man to give a critical opinion 
upon the whole of these articles. Those applying 
to the horse we have read with interest and profit. 
Perhaps no better idea can be given our readers of 
their interest than by the statement that the writer 
carefully read the first hundred pages at one sit- 
ting, and strongly advises subscribers to The Record 
to follow his example with just one difference— 
take them in smaller doses and at intervals. Two 
articles are from the pens of Professor Axe and Dr. 
Fleming. The subjeet of Horse-breeding is trea- 
ted from different points of view and each writer 
seems confident that the great attention recently 
given to the subject. with the establishment of care- 
fully compiled stud-books has done, is doing, and 
will continue to do, much for the breeds acted on. 
For along time the Veterinarian insisted in vain 


~|that the subject of hereditary diseases was neg- 


lected, but now every breeder has acknowledged its 
paramount importance and authorities do all in 
their power to diecountenanee, the use of stud animals 
which show any transmissible unsoundness. 


—_ = = 
: 
| 
4 ] 
‘ | 
4 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


January 10, 1891. 


THE VETERINARY 


RECORD. 341 


With all our attention to breeding, with all our 
acknowledged pre-eminence in the production of 
the most valued horses in the world it seems strange 
that such very marked individualism exists even in 
all our breeds of horses. Nothing is more difficult 
than to find two English horses so much alike as to 
form a really matched pair, whereas the imported 
foreign harness horses are easily matched in colour, 
form and action. Surely this shows a more uniform 
system of production abroad than at home, and it 
may be said that it is evidence that the foreigner 
has a more systematic method of breeding than ex- 
ists amongst our people. When a breed is “ fixed ” 
the individuals should be all of one type and nearly 
all of one size. 

Auother point that suggests itself after reading 
the articles in the Live Stock Journal Almanack is 
that much greater efforts are made, and much more 
progress is effected in producing harness than sad- 
dle horses. The Cleveland Bay, the Yorkshire 
Coach and the Hackney breeders are doing wonders, 
but where is the breed of Riding Horse? There 
are very evident reasons for not attempting the 
special labour of producing a cheap saddle horse, 
but surely only money and skill are necessary to 
successfully establish a stud for the production of a 
horse—the typical model of which is a fourteen 
stone lrish hunter. But we are wandering and 
must conclude by repeating that the Almanack is 
indispensable for every veterinarian who wishes to 
keep up with the times. 


(2) Vinton’s (late Morton’s) Agricultural Almanack 
is an old established annual in its 36th year. Its 
pages are devoted more widely to farming than to 
live stock. Those who are interested in crops, 
soils, implements and manures will find its pages 
of use and interest. Its statistical tables, lists of 
markets and fairs, and general information are very 
varied and reliable. 


(3) The December number of the Journal of Com- 
parative Pathology ;maintains its usual high stand- 
ard. For the benefit of thuse few members of the 
profession who have not yet become regular sub- 
scribers to it we may just mention its most note- 
worthy articles. | The Editor continues his reports 
on the “Tumours of the Domesticated Animals.” 
Professor Walley writes on the New Pleuro-pneu- 
monia Act, aud Prufessor Fred Smith on “The 
Operation for Sidebones.” Dr. William Russell 
describes “The Characteristic Organism of Cancer” 
with true scientific caution. There is Dr. Robert 
Koch’s * Further Communication or a Remedy for 
Tuberculosis,” and a translation of an article by 
Professor Dieckerhoff on “ The Diagnosis of Roaring 
in Horses,” 

There are five Editorial Articles, four ‘“ Reviews,” 
four “ Clinical Articles,” and a number of “ Abstracts 
and Reports.” 

Pe. one of the front pages is the following which 
ough addressed to subscribers we feel sure does 
not debar any practitioner from contributing :— 


The Editor would feel obliged if Subscribers would 
send him, in as fresh a condition as possible :-— 


1. Excised tumours of the spermatic cord (scirrhous 
cords) of horses or oxen. 

2. The tongue, lymphatic glands, or other parts 

affected with actinomycosis. 

3. The diseased organs in cases of lymphadenoma 
or tuberculosis of the horse. 

4. Tuberculous organs from the fowl. 

He will be glad to report as far as possible on the 
nature of any morbid specimens sent to him by sub- 
scribers, this being done free of charge and with the 
least possible delay. 


(1) Live Stock JournaL ALMANACK, 1891. Price 1/- 
Vinton & Co., New Bridge Street, Ludgate Circus. 
London, E.C. 


(2) Vinton’s (late Morton’s) AGRICULTURAL ALMANACK 
Price 6d. Vinton & Co., London, E.C. 


(3) Taz JouRNAL or Comparative Patnotoey. Edited 
by J. McFadyean, M.B. B.Sc. F.R.S.E. Price 2/6. W. 
and A. K. Johnston, Edinburgh and London. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


KOCH’S REMEDY FOR TUBERCULOSIS. 


Professor McFadyean in an Editorial article in the 
last number of The Journal of Comparative Path. 
ology writes— 

Sufficient time has not yet elapsed to test fully 
the curative effects of the mysterious fluid, but we 
may earnestly hope that Koch’s belief ‘ that phthisis 
in the beginning can be cured with certainty” will 
be borne out by the numerous trials to which the 
treatment is now being subjected all over the 
worlu, Wedo not live in the age of the miracles, 
and it is therefore not possible to hope that advan- 
cedophthisis can be cured by this or any other 
method of treatment. At the present moment it is 
not prudent to expect more from the treatment than 
its author’s very guarded statement warrants, and it 
ought to be noted that he is careful to qualify his 
statement that early cases of phthisis have been 
cured. by saying that it is not yet known whether 
the cure will be permanent. 

One point appears to be already abundantly veri- 
fied, viz,, that the use of the fluid is capable of ren- 
dering most valuable service in diagnosis. Un- 
fortunately, to the human practitioner this would be 
of very secondary importance, should its curative 
properties not stand the test of experience. It is 
hardly the same in the case of the veterinary sur- 
geon. No doubt the discovery of a specific for 
tuberculosis of the domesticated animals would be 
of enormous value, but, even without that, the pos- 
session of an unfailing diagnostic test would place 
in the veterinary surgeon’s hands a weapon with 
which he could practically root the bovine disease 
out of existence. 

The question of the applicability of Koch’s treat- 
ment to cattle is important not only from an eco- 
nomic point of view, but also from its bearing upon the 
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health of human beings. Tuberculous cows are found 
in almost every byre in our city dairies, and it has 
been next to impossible to devise legislation which 
would remove this menace to human health, for the 
simple reason that the highest veterinary skill and 
experience are not adequate to diagnose intra vitam 
every case of tuberculosis, The objection will be 
at once removed should experiment show that cattle 
react towards Koch’s fluid in the same way as hu- 
man beings, It is, however, by no means certain 
that they will so react, and it is noteworthy that the 
guinea-pig exhibits no appreciable reaction to an 
injection of 2 cubic centimetres, while in even 
healthy human beings a formidable train of symp- 
toms may follow the injection of + of a centimetre. 


EQUINE VENEREAL DISEASE IN CANADA. 


Through the courtesy of Mr. W. Mole, M.R.C.V.5. 
we have received a report by a D. P. H. Bryce, on 
an outbreak of this disease. The writer of the 
report was appointed a Commissioner by the Legis- 
lative Assembly, and he took evidence from a number 
of witnesses who were able to make statements as 
to the history of the outbreak, its spread, symptoms, 
treatment, &c. 

We regret to say that Ontario must be shockingly 
destitute of men fitted to report on the diseases of 
animals if this is a fair specimen of what they can 
do. It is badly written in pedantic English. and 
bears the stamp of a man who knows little of ani- 
mals but who has had a scientific medical training 
in excess of his natural abilities. Why the Au- 
thorities did not entrust the matter to Professor 
Smith of the Ontario Veterinary College we are 
unable to say. He certainly would have produced 
a better report. 

The following are the symptoms of the disease as 
described by various witnesses :— 

Symptoms in the mare.—After a mare has been put 
to a horse in a condition to communicate the disease, 
there appears commonly within a week irritability 
of the genital tract with increased frequency of 
micturition, accompanied by pain and straining. 
Soon a vaginal discharge of a leucorrheal character 
appears. In some cases this discharge may be the 
first sign which has attracted the owner to the fact 
of there being anything wrong. Examination by 
separating the lips of the vulva shows a swollen 
and intensely hyperemic mucous membrane, varying 
in intensity in different parts and in different cases. 
Especially is there congestion and swelling in the 
region of the clitoris, which ofter is the seat of 
ulcerations. These beginning as blebs soon appear 
at different parts of the vagina and rapidly break 
down, forming ragged ulcers. These ulcers may 

remain single, or several enlarging become concrete. 
The inflammatory action may extend to the uterus, 
which is especially true in those instances where 
mares are covered as is frequently the case, within 
eight days or a fortnight after foaling. The dis- 
charges bathing external parts irritate the vulva es- 
pecially, but where profuse they affect also the 


epidermis on the nnder side of the root of the tail 
and the folds of the soft skin, down even as far as 
the mamma. Denudation of pigment is usually 
the first result of this irritation, and this is followed 
by many points of inoculation, and ulcers form at 
first singly, but in many instances, rapidly extend- 
ing, form large ulcers which in the folds of soft 
skin may extend for several inches. All the ex- 
ternal parts, notably the vulva, become swollen, at 
times very greatly. The swelling in one case was 
very extensive on the right vulva, and became in- 
tensely painful, causing the mare great distress, 
only relieved by a free incision, which gave escape 
to the pus of a large abscess. The meatus of the 
urethra becomes involved in the inflammation and 
a urethritis with all the distressing symptoms of 
straining and frequent micturition is present. How 
extensive this local inflammation and _ ulceration 
may become is illustrated in the case of the Sieve- 
right mare, where straining created rupture of 
the recto-vaginal tissues, making the destruction of 
the mare necessary. 

With such extended local infection and inflamma- 
tion general symptoms, such as a frequent pulse and 
elevated temperature supervene. 

Some degree of spinal tenderness was noticed in 
several cases, and in some this symptom becomes. 
very marked. When absorption of pus has set up what 
is comparable to gonorrhceal rheumatism, the spinal 
tenderness may be fairly considered as of pyemiv 
origin. 

In the fatal and other severe cases, pysemic infec- 
tion became general and abscesses developed in 
glands or along the course of the lymphatic vessels, 
to in some instances a notable extent. Swelling of 
the limbs and other evidences of lymphatic engorge- 
ment occurred, as might have been expected. 

Symptoms in the stallion.—The part primarily ex- 
posed is the external portion of the penis and that 
of the sheath in contact with it. The denudation 
of pigment here becomes noticeable, and the first 
minute, round, denuded areas are succeeded by others, 
running along for several weeks. In addition to 
this sign of the diseases we are likely to have more 
positive evidences of infection in aurethritis appear- 
ing within three or four to eight or ten days after 
exposure. The external appearances of this may 
be comparatively slight, nothing more appearing 
than a congested appearance with'a slight muco- 
purulent discharge. The swollen, congested con- 
dition of the urethal tract produces painful and tre- 
quent micturition, a local excitement and increased 
venereal desire, with a difficulty in completing the 
act of coition through the pain produced. The 
period of scalding and difficult micturition having 
passed, the mucous membrane is left in a congested 
state with excessive and perverted secretion. Ex- 
ternal examination especially after micturition may 
show no secretion of a purulent character in such 
cases, but if the catheter be passed a muco-purulent 
discharge is likely to follow its withdrawal. 

These may be said to be the signs common to 40 
ordinary case in the stallion. | Few cases, howevel, 


came under observation in which thé condition did 
Swelling and sensitiveness 


not become subacute. ~ 
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of the urethra partially disappeared and nothing 
more than an undue moisture of meatus was present 
to observation, but the capacity for communicating 
the disease to mares covered by these stallions 
remained. 

In some cases,. the external parts become more 
seriously invelved, the denuded areas in some in- 
stances breaking down into small ulcers, notably 
on the preputial ring, at times coalescing. 

The testicles hang down abnormally owing to re- 
laxation of the cremaster muscles from Joss of tone 
in nerves supplying the part. 

The general symptums in the stallion are of a 
somewhat negative character. The animal seems 
usually more or less sluggish, the eye dull; the ap- 
petite variable, and while excessive excitement is 
likely to be present during the stage of active hy- 
peremia, yet when this has passed offthe general 
malaise shows itself in a varying indifference to the 
presence of mares and a failure to accomplish 
coition. 

In several fatal cases of the disease observed by 
veterinarians during this outbreak, the prominent 
symptoms affected especially the nervoussystem. Con- 
gestion and extreme sensibility of the spine existed, 
ending in tottering gait, inability to stand owing 
to paralysis, and death. 


ASEPTICISM IN OPERATIVE SURGERY. 


In a contribution to the Revue Médicale de la 
Suisse Romande of October 20th, Dr. E. Kummer, 
of Geneva, discusses the question as to what is 
really the best and most practicable method of 
operative asepsis. ‘The operator, he points out, 
has two conditions to fulfil: he must protect the 
fresh wound from the contact of microbes and. at 
the same time, scrupulously preserve the vitality of 
the tissues around the wound. The first object 
is to be attained by carefully sterilising everything 
likely to be brought near the open surface. ‘The 
surgeon must sterilise the field of operation, his own 
fingers, his instruments, ligatures, and sutures, and 
all the articles of dressing. The access of air, it 
has now been proved. is not dangerous. In order 
to fulfil the second condition, he should avoid as far 
as possible the use of such physical or chemical 
agents as might compromise the vitality of the tis- 
sues, and carefully abstain from introducing into the 
Wound caustic agents such as are most of the anti- 
septics. Dr. Kummer is much opposed to the 
general use of chemical antiseptics, and holds that 
the best way of sterilising surgical instruments and 
appliances is to subject them to heat. The tem- 
perature being the same, moist heat, he asserts, is 
far preferable to dry heat for purposes of sterilisa- 
tion, The mo_. efficacious form of moist heat 
for producing disinfection is compressed steam, but, 
4s this cannot be obtained readily and at moderate 
cost, Dr. Kummer recommends boiling water as the 
next best form for general use. For disinfecting 
the hands of the surgeon and his assistants, it is 


recommended that these be first inserted into a 
weak solution of sublimate, and afterwards into re- 
cently boiled water. In concluding this paper, Dr.. 
Kummer states that the disinfecting property of 
boiling water may be improved by adding a small 


quantity of common salt. so as to make a solution of 


about 1 percent. It has been proved by M. Tavel. 
of Berne, that such a boiling saline solution will, in 
the course of five minutes, kill spores that would 
resist for two hours the action of simple boiliug 
water. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS. 


It is.rather late to make extracts from the last 
report of the Board of Agriculture, but there may 
be many persons who have not seen the figures 
showing the prevalence of disease. The following 
table shuws the number of Counties affected and the 
number of Animals attacked in each of the three 
years last tabulated — 


Counties Animals 
affected. attacked. 

1887 47 2,437 

Pleuro-pneumonia < 1888 39 1,848 
1889 41 1,646 

1887 61 636 

Anthrax ” 1888 49 401 
1889 45 770 

1887 75 26,383 

Sheep Scab... 1888 72 18,762 
1889 75 22,023 

1887 71 41,973 

Swine Fever ... 1888 69 32.241 
1889 61 25,885 

1887 30 1,482 
Glanders 1888 27 1.581 
Y (1889 30 2,246 

1887 28 497 

Rabies 1888 19 176 
1859 20 340 


THE BORAX-MARSHES OF NORTH AMERICA. 


The collection and preparation of borax ranks among 
the leading industries of the Pacific coast, and gives em- 
ployment to a large number of its inhabitants, white 
men, Indians, and Chinese alike. , 

Since the first find of borax in California, by Dr. John 
A. Veatch, in the year 1856, no less than ten separate 
deposits have been successfully discovered and exploited, 
the demand for the material being still increasing 


every year. 
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Of these ten deposits five are situated in California 
and five in the neighbouring State of Nevada. The 
Californian marshes are at Saline Valley, Furnace 
Creek, and Armagosa, all in the County of Inyo ; Slate 
Range in San Bernardino County ; and Lower Lake, in 
Lake County. The Nevada marshes are at Rhodes, 
Colambus, Teel’s Marsh, and Fish Lake, in the County 
of Esmeralda, and at Salt Wells, in Churchill County. 

By far the richest marsh’ is Saline Valley, a plain 
eighteen miles long by twelve miles wide. There the 
crude borax covers an area of over a thousand acres, to 
a depth of from six to eighteen inches. 

The borax is found mixed with sand, sulphate of soda, 
carbonate of soda, and other salts. The colour of the 
crude material, as it lays upon the plain, is of a peculiar 
—- yellow, giving the surface the appearance of 

eing covered with dirty snow. The material varies in 
richness from 10 to 90 per cent, of pure borax. 

Surrounding the plain is a complete circle of mountain- 
ous hills, with here and there a copse of mesquit, man- 
zanita or shellac wood. On looking over the dry and 
arid marsh towards the mountains, the traveller may 
descry small streams of pure fresh water affording not 
only a pleasant relief to the eye but a great boon to 
those employed in the industry. Saline Valley is 
situated on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains, eleven miles from the Carson and Colorado 
Railway line and its topographical aspect is best des- 
cribed by comparing it to an immense oval dish. 

The first process in the preparation of refined borax 
consists in collecting the crude material from the plain 
by shovelling the surface off to a depth of eighteen in- 
ches and loading the salt into waggons provided with 
exceptionally wide tyres to the wheels to prevent them 
from sinking into the loose, friable mass. Below the 
surface of the marsh at a depth of four feet, a liquor is 
found strongly impregnated with borax and other salts, 
and this, when evaporated, yields a salt containing 
10 per cent. of borax. 

The material from the marsh is then carted to the re- 
fining works, which are conveniently situated on firm 
ground upon the edge of the marsh, and there the next 
stage in the process takes place. This consists in 
evaporating, dissolving out the soluable parts of the raw 
borax in wrought-iron pans about thirty feet in length, 
semicircular in shape, and set on arches over stone-built 
furnaces. 

The pans aresupplied with water from the neighbouring 
mountain streams by means of pipes, and the fuel neces- 
sary for boiling the water is obtained from the well- 
wooded hills hard by. The crude borax is emptied in- 

to the pans and vigorously stirred with the aid of long 
poles until all that is soluble is dissolved ; the liquor is 
then allowed to settle for some hours, and when per- 
fectly clear is drawn off into round galvanised-iron tanks, 
in which the borax crystallises on cooling. 

_ When the crystallisation is complete the mother 
liquor in its turn is drawn off, and the crystalline borax 
removed and packed into sacks for the market. 

For ordinary purposes, such as the preparation of 
glazes by potters and others, and also for use in brazing, 
welding and enamelling, this borax is sufficiently pure ; 
but for pharmaceutical uses it requires a second refining, 
and the product of this further crystallisation is carefully 
selected and packed in casks. 

All the borax is refined on the marsh. The railway 
carriage, which amounts to £7 10s. 8d. per ton from the 
marsh to New York, is the principal item of expense in 
connection with its manufacture. 

As proof of the increase of the use of borax as a food- 
preservative it may be mentioned that seven years ago, 
IN 1883, only about 2,000 lbs. of borax were used for the 
purpose of preserving hams and bacon by the pork- 
packers of Chicago, Kansas City and St. Louis. In 1888, 


| vaccination; the prevention of leprosy, rabies, and 


the consumption for this purpose alone had risen to 
2,000,000 lbs. The pork-packers receive the borax in 
strong, closely-woven sacks. During the transit to the 
pork-packing factory this borax has conglomerated into 
a solid mass, but it is again reduced to powder by allow- 
ing the sack to fall heavily on the ground. The powder 
is simply sprinkled over the meat, which is thus 
preserved for an indefinite period : when the meat is re- 
quired for consumption the powder is removed by the 
application of a little warm water. The natural 
flavour of the meat thus preserved is said to remain 
quite unimpaired. 

All the borax-marshes in North America are con- 
trolled by a trust, whilst the fields in other parts of the 
world (Europe, South America and Asia) are in few 
hands. This fact is the cause that the extraordinary 
high price of 271. per ton can be sustained. Although 
there are no less than eighteen different industries 
which find borax and boracic acid indispensable in one 
form or another, the mineral is supplied by nature 
on a scale far exceeding the present requirements of 
the world.—Chemist and Drugyist. 


= 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF HYGIENE. 


The International Congress of Hygiene and Demo. 
graphy is tobeheld in London in August next. It may 
save some persons the trouble of taking down a work 
of reference toexplain that demography is the science 
of vital and social statistics. |The statement of the 
objects of the Congress, is signed by the Duke of 
WesrminstER; by the Presidents of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, 
the Royal Agricultural Society, the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, the Royal Statistical Society, 
the Institution of Civil Engineers; by Sir James 
Pacer, Sir Spencer Wetts, and Sir Dovenas 
Gavton; and by Dr. Corrretp and Dr. Virvran Poort 
as honorary secretaries. Six of these Congresses 
have been held in the different capitals of Europe, 
and the last, which was held in Vienna, was attend- 
ed by 2,000 persons, each representing some great 
public body. The Organizing Committee naturally 
desire to make the Congress of London memorable, 
and in every way worthy of the nation; and with 
this view they have secured the presidency of the 
Prince of Wa.xs, and the promise of suitable civic 
hospitalities on the part of the Lorp Mayor. The 
Congress is already supported by the Universities, 
by the leading scientific societies, and by the muni- 
cipalities and County Councils. It will discuss al- 
most every subject bearing on the sciences from 
which it takes its title--sanitation and quarantine; 
the spread of disease from milk and from water: 


other contagious diseases; and bacteriology. The 
discussion of the Hygiene of Industry will touch on 
such questions as the length of the hours of labow & 
in different occupations, and the effect of different — 
sorts of food and of wages upon the efficiency 
labour. Under the head of the Hygiene of Infancy, 
we shall hear something on the length of hours of 
study, on the nature of studies in relation to health, 
and on school buildings and their accessories, The 
discussion of the Hygiene of Houses and Towns wil 
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give us the benefit of the best home and foreign 
opinion on the right width of streets—-now more 
than ever important in its relation to the decidedly 
wrong increase in the height of houses. 

This is alarge programme as it stands, and it is 
not all. There will be an exhibtion of articles of 
hygienic interest in connection with the Congress, 
and of course the inevitable excursions to various 
places of interest to hygienists. In these circum- 
stances the Organizing Committee very properly ap- 

eal to the public tor funds to cover the expenses. 
ecredit: f the country will be at stake on this 
occasion in more ways than one. The preliminary 
statement shows a liberal promise of support from 
Government departments, learned bodies, corpora- 
tions, guilds, and scientific societies. The one thing 
needful to add is that the offices are at 20, Hanover- 
square, and that subscriptions may be sent to Sir 
SamvEL Scort, and Co., the bankers, of 1, Cavendish- 
square, or to Messrs. and Co.. of 
50, Cornhill.—The Daily News. 


HEREDITARY DISEASES IN CLYDESDALES. 


Mr. Thos. Dykes, writing to the Breeders’ 
Gazette, says: Professor Williams, head of a Scot- 
tish veterinary college and veterinary representa- 
tive of the most representative Scottish agricultural 
society, declares that most of the Clydesdale stallions 
shown at recent exhibitions would not pass him as 
; sound if called upon to officiate. That speech from 
the veterinary throne has bcen severely felt in the 
north. The Professor is, I think, by naitvity a 
Welshman, so must be regarded as neutral, even if 
we leave the members of the profession to where he 
belongs to be outside the pale of patriotism, which 
they certainly ought to be so far as examination of 
horses for soundness is concerned. 1 certainly am 
of opinion that a veterinary surgeon who has little 
to do in a showyard but sit and smoke his pipe and 
watch infirm horses walked past his nose in open 
daylight. ought for sake of the dignity which at- 
taches to his profession tu give up the job. Pro- 
fessor McCall is no better off, as regards the Glasgow 
Clydesdale Stallion Show, where he also, though 
never called upon to officiate, wears an official badge 
and allows his name to appear in the catalogue. All 
this is inconsistent with veterinary inspection as 
conducted in England and on the Continent, and 
therefore is most misleading to strangers, who 
naturally enough think that unsound horses will 
not be allowed to win leading honours, if indeed 
pallowed to appear inside the show-ring. The posi- 
tion plainly amounts to this, the veterinary surgeons 
&ppointed will either have to claim to act officially 
or, for sake of those engaged in the export trade, 
omg — tongues, no matter what their feelings 

There ought always to be on duty, however, at 

lasgow, as at London, three first-class veterinary 
"rgeons, men who from their extensive practice 
now what heavy losses are incurred by large horse 
whers though diseases which farmers with less 


knowledge of street work are apt to pass over as 
trifling. They might find a good few not altogether 
as right in their wind as they should be; but, on 
the other hand, the Clydesdale judges themselves 
without veterinary aid have always been very strict 
about diseases of the feet, and the breed will, I 
think, from what little I saw on my hurried visit 
north, pass as sound at the ground. I would have 
avoided this question if I possibly could, but it is 
only very recently that I said that had the Shire 
Horse Society existed for nothing but its veterinary 
inspection, it was entitled to high claims upon the 
public. I say so still, and possibly I have written 
stronger on the subject of having three first-class 
men instead of one expert, than on any other theme 
connected with horse-breeding in England. The 
views of Professor Williams—whose position as 
a silent spectator of the broadcast dissemination of 
equine diseases and the cruelty which attaches to 
them in our large cities cannot he an enviable one— 
Iam thoroughly at one with as regards hereditary 
navicular afflictions. 


ROARING—ITS DEVELOPMENT. 
Ry Professor Berlin. 


Although the pathogenetic processes are not 
accurately known either in the rheumatic or the 
hereditary development of recurrent paralysis. still 
there can be no doubt that the defect in all cases 
develops slowly. For a long time past in Prussia, 
in giving a decision, four weeks has been ruled to'be 
the shortest period of development. Although] I 
have for many years devoted much attention to this 
question, which is one of great importance for war- 
ranty in horse dealing, I have never yet met with a 
case in which I could with any probability conelude 
that the period of development had been shorter 
than that. Very frequently, in horses in which the 
defect existed in a relatively slight degree, and 
subsequently became worse, I have ascertained 
from the result of earlier examinations that the 
paralysis had been in existence from six to twelve 
months previously. These cases are explainable on 
the supposition that often at the outset the paralysis 
affects only single fibres of the recurrent, and there- 
fore also only one or other of the laryngeal muscles, 
and only at a later period extends to the other fibres 
and muscles. Although meanwhile the experience 
gained does not suffice for the differential diagnosis 
of a posticus and lateralis paralysis in horses, as is 
possible in the human subject. still I have often at 
the post-mortem been able to recognise the occur- 
rence of isolated paralysis of single muscles of the 
larynx.. In the literature, also, facts that justify 
this conclusion have been frequently recorded. 

In opposition to this experience, it is not per- 
mitted to assert in the case of a horse in which 
roaring is detected within the first four weeks after 
the particular time, that the defect has come into ex- 
istence suddenly, or witbin a shorter period than that 
mentioned. Through such objections a legal de- 
cision in cases of claims under warranty becomes 
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unnecessarily delayed. It has several times hap- 
pened to me in giving a decision in cases at law 
that the veterinary witnesses, in support of ‘the 
assertion that roaring may develop within a few 
days or in lees than four weeks, have cited lrofes- 
sor Mller, who says (loc. cit.. p. 43): “A sudden 
development in a spontaneous manner, that is with- 
out any general affection. is exceptionally observed, 
and from the nature of the disease, as a nerve par- 
alysis, this is not surprising. A horse was brought 
to me by a sportsman with the statement that while 
the animal was being ridden it had suddenly become 
aroarer. I have observed similar cases in draught 


The right fiank having been thoroughly disin. 
fected with sublimate soap, puncture of the cecum 
was immediately performed, and a large quantity of 
gas escaped. In order to assist the escape of 
an assistant exerted counter pressure on the left and 
inferior part of the abdominal wall. By this means 
the tympanitic distension was entirely removed, 
and the mare became quiet; the intestinal sounds 
now became distinctly audible on both sides. 

The rectum was again explored, and it was found 
that the pelvic flexure of the colon had retreated, 
but it was still as tensely filled with gas as before, 
A dose of 1/;9 of a gramme of sulphate of eserin was 


horses.” This opinion of Moller’s, which is not | therefore injected, a volatile liniment was well rub. 


clear, owing to the distinction drawn between the | bed in, and the mare was then exercised with a rug : 


is 
exceptional spontaneous cases and those that de-|on for about 20 minutes. When the animal was t 
velop in connection with some general disease, | brought back into the stable, there was moderate t 
cannot be accepted by an experienced judge as | peristalsis still audible on both sides. The mare og 
proof of the sudden development of roaring. It is | was quiet, and after administering an enema of cold 1 
known not only to veterinary surgeons but also to| water Imminger left. with the understanding that . 
many others acquainted with horses, that some | the owner was to let him know if the mare did not % 
notorious roarers, in which the defect has been in | get quite well. 
existence from one to two years, manifest the loud| In the morning at 6 o’clock he was again sun- = 
laryngeal sound only when the head is held very | moned, with tLe report that the tympanites was 
high and strongly flexed on the neck during rapid | worse than before, and that respiration was now 
exercise at the trot or the gallop. 1 have very | hurried; the eserin had not had the desired effect. 
frequently observed cases in which the owner used | On arriving at the place he found the mare lying as 
such a roarer for many months for cart or draught | before. but with the abdomen more distended ; pulse of 
purposes without noticing anything amiss, and was | 80, respiration 30, animal very restless. 
afterwards surprised when the defect showed itself; Puncture of the intestine was now repeated, this 
on the horse being put to severe work. For the| time, however, unsuccessfully, and the puncture 81 
scientific determination of the duration of a recur- | had to be repeated three times before, by selecting 
rent paralysis it is indifferent what sportsmen and | a lower spot, a complete escape of gas could be si 
other owners have said about the matter. effected. The pulse and respirations now quickly at 
fell, the animal became quiet, and peristalsis again a 
“| became audible. Rectal exploration revealed the all 
same state of matters as after the first puncture. ve 
The rectum being empty of feces, and the pelvic wh 
PUNCTURE OF THE INTESTINE IN THE | flexure of the colon feeling tensely filled with gas, hs 
HORSE. Imminger decided to puncture the pelvie flexure per i 
rectum, in order to permit a greater escape of gas. his 
a With this object he washed out the hinder partof jec 
the rectum thoroughly with water, dissolved 4 Se 


District VerErinary ImMMINGER records 
the following case in the Wochenschrift fiir Thier- 
heilkunde und Viehzucht : 

He was called at midnight to attend a mare that 
was said to be greatly swollen. On arrival he found 
the animal—an 8-year-old mare—lying on the left 
side, with the abdomen extremely tympanitic. The 
owner reported that in the evening at 6 o’vlock the 
mare had refused part of her rations, but was then 
quiet ; about 11 o’clock she had become markedly 
tympanitic, and had commenced to scrape with her 
feet. It was supposed that the mare had obtained. 
access to clover intended for the cows and had eaten 
some of it. 

The animal having been started to her legs, it was 
found that the pulse was 52, respiration 16, rectal 
temperature 38:20 C. A metallic tinkle was au- 
dible on both sides ‘of the abdomen. Rectal ex- 
ploration proved the hinder part of the bowel to be 
empty, but the pelvic flexure of the colon could be 
felt, forced far back into the pelvic cavity and dis- 
tended with gas. 


couple of sublimate pastilles in water, and with 
this endeavoured to disinfect the rectum as coll- 
pletely as possible. He now dipped his empty 
hand into sublimate solution, introduced it into the 
rectum, aud then pushed the trocar, whose poitl 
was guarded by a cork, after it with the other hand. 
The position of parts having been ascertained, tie 
cork was removed from the point of the trocar, aud 
the bowel was punctured. After this another dos? 
of eserin was subcutaneously administered, and the 
mare was again exercised, with the result that afte! 
a little more than half an hour feces were 
under marked straining. In other two hours te 
mare was so much better as to be able to eat, 
appeared quite lively. 

Imminger considers that the puncture of the ool 
per rectum saved this animal’s life, and he asset 
that he has in the same way and with the same s"” 
cess treated many other patients. He, howevél 
warns against performing intestinal puncture either 
by the flank or rectum for the relief of meteors? 
in febrile conditions, as in such cases not 
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slightest benefit is obtained, and the owner is apt 
to ascribe the fatal ending to the operation. In no 
case in which recovery has followed puncture per 
rectum has he seen any bad results, but he cannot 
say the same of puncture at the flank, as after that, and 
in spite of the most careful disinfection of the instru- 
ment, he has seen abscesses form at the point of punc- 
ture, in consequence of impurities having been 
carried into the wound in the act of withdrawing 
the canula. In one case puncture was followed by 
an attack of orchitis five days after the operation. 

The instrument used by Imminger is a so-called 
exploring trocar, about 23 inches in length, and } of 
an inch in thickness. Behind its disc the canula 
is provided with a prolongation, in order to be able 
to fix the canula should the punctured bowel begin 
to move after a part of the gas has escaped. The 
small trocar has the further advantage of being less 
likely to wound an artery than a larger one, and of 
allowing a less rapid escape of the gas.—Journal 
of Comparative Pathology. 


Personal. 


The following letter appeared in the recent issue 
of The Veterinary Journal :— 


. A COINCIDENCE ? 
IR, 

You did well to ,publish ,the opinion of Mr, Hunting 
on the Fellowship degree before he started his scurri- 
lous Veterinary Kecord. Some months ago, he began an 
attack on Botany as a subject that should not be taught or 
examined upon, and that if students were to know it at 
all, they should obtain that knowledge before going to the 
veterinary schools. I, and I daresay others, wondered 
what the cause for this attack could be, and [ fancied 
that, like the course he has pursued with the Fellowship, 
there was some special motive at the bottom ofit. 1 
have heard lately that when this Botany crusade began, 
his son had been rejected more than once on that sub- 
ject. but that he has since then succeeded in passing. 
Coincident with the passing, the agitation against 
Botany has ceased. Comment is, | think, unnecessary. 

DI0GENEs. 


It is not easy to prove honesty of purpose but we 
may state facts. Mr. Hunting’s first statement on 
the subject of Botany appeared in a paper on 
“The Teaching and Examining of Veterinary 
Students.” This was written in March 1889, and 
published in April. It expressed views held for 
years and which are still unchanged. His son, to 
whom such generous reference is made, did not face 
his first examination till the following May, 


The Recent Council Meeting. 


A Meeting of Council was held at Red Lion Square 
on Wednesday, and lasted four hours and a half. 
Our report will appear next week and until then we 
need only say that the chief business done was in 
settling the subjects and methods of our future 
Matriculation Examination. 


The R.C.V.S. and Dr. Koch’s Remedy. 


It has been determined by the Committee entrust- 
ed with the matter to send Mr. F. Raymond, A.V.D. 
to Berlin to try and secure some of Koch’s fluid. If 
he is successful each of the teaching schools is to 
be entrusted with a sample for experimental pur- 

ses. There can be no possible objection to Mr. 
Rerabed— he speaks German fluently, has specially 
worked at Bacteriology in Dr. Crookshank’s labora- 
tory, and he possesses the necessary tact and intelli- 
gence for a difficult job. We hope he may be 
successful; but we have not changed our opinion that 
the whole business is premature. 


THE EDITOR’S GUESTS. 
FROM ‘ FARM BALLADS,’ BY WILL CARLETON, 


The Editor sat in‘his sanctum, his countenance fur- 
rowed with care, 

His mind at the bottom of business, his feet at the top 
of a chair. 

His arm-chair an elbow supporting, his right hand up- 
holding his head, 

His‘eyes on his dusty old table, with different docu- 
ments spread : 

The = dreamingly pondered on several ponderous 
things, 

On different lines of action, and the pulling of different 
strings ; 

Upon some equivocal doings, and some unequivocal 
duns ; 

On how few of his numerous patrons were quietly 
prompt-paying ones ; 

On various other small matters, sufficient his temper 
to roil, 

And ‘finely contrived to be making the blood of an 
editor boil ; 

And so one may see that his feelings could hardly be 
said to be smooth, 

And he needed some pleasant occurrence his ruffled 
emotions to soothe : 

He had . ; for lo! on the threshold, a slow and reliable 
tread, 

Aud a farmer invaded the sanctum, and these are the 
words that he said : 

‘Good-mornin’, sir, Mr. Printer; how is your body 
to-day ? 

I’m glad you’re to home; for you fellows is al’ays a 
runnin’ away. 

‘ My family stock is increasin’, while other folks’ seems 
to run short, 

I’ve got a right smart of a family—it’s one of the old- 
fashioned sort : 

There’s Ichabod, Isaac, and Israel, a workin’ away on 
the farm— 

They do ’bout as much as one good boy, and make 
things go off like a charm. 

There’s Moses and Aaron are sly ones, and slip like a 
couple of eels ; , 

But they’re tol’able steady in one thing—al’ays git 
round ro their meals. 

There’s, Peter is busy inventin’ (though what he invents 
1 can’t see), 

And Joseph is studyin’ medicine—and both of ’em 
boardin’ with me. 

The rest of the boys are all growin’, ’cept this little 
runt, which is Jim, 

And I thought that perhaps I’d be makin’ an editor 
outen ’o him. 

‘Heain’t no great shakes for to labour, though I’ve 
laboured with him a good deal, 
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‘And give him some strappin’ good arguments I know he 
couldn’t help but to feel : 

But he’s built out of second-growth timber, and 
nothin’ about him is big 

Exceptin’ his appetite only, and there he’s as good as 


a pig. 

* But hevion’t take to nothin’ but victuals, and he’ll 
never be much, I’m afraid, 

So I thought it would be a good notion to larn him the 
editor’s trade. 

His body’s too small for a farmer, his judgment is rather 
too slim, 

But I thought we perhaps could be makin’ an editor 
outen o’ him ! 

The Editor sat in his sanctum, and looked the old man 
in the eye, 

Then glanced at the grinning young hopeful, and mourn- 
fully made his reply : 

‘Is your son a small unbound edition of Moses and 
Solomon both ? 

Can he compass his spirit with meekness, and strangle 
a natural oath ? 

an he leave all his wrongs to the future, and carry his 
heart in his cheek ? 

Can he do an hour’s work in a minute, aud livé'on a 
sixpence a week ? 

©an he courteously talk to an equal, and browbeat an 
impudent dunce ? 

Can he keep things in apple-pie order, and do half a 
dozen at once ? 

Can he press all the springs of knowledge, with quick 
and reliable touch, 

And be sure that he knows how much to know, and 
knows how to not know too much ? 

Does he know how to spur up his virtue, and puta 
check-rein on his pride ? 

Can he carry agentleman’s manners within a rhin- 
oceros’ hide ? 

Can he know all, and do all, and be all, with cheerful- 
ness, courage, and vim ? 

If so, we perhaps can be makin’ an editor “ outen of 

im.’ 

The farmer stood curiously listening, while wonder his 
visage o’erspread ; 

Aud he said, ‘ Jima, I guess we’ll be goin’ ; he’s prubably 
out of his head.’ 

But lo A on the rickety stair-case, another reliable 
tread, 

And entered another old farmer, and these are the words 
that he said : : 


¢ et ae sir, Mr. Editor, how is the folks 
to-day ; 

I owe oe for next year’s paper; I thought I’d come in 
and pay. 

And — b agoin’ to take it, and this is his money 

ere ; 

I shut down on lendin’ it to him, and coaxed him to try 
it a year, 

And here is a few little items that happened last week in 
our town: 


I thought they’d look good for the paper, and so I just 
jotted ’em down. 

And now you are chuek full of business, and I won’t be 

I’ve things. of my own I must ’tend to—good-day, sir 
I b’Hieve I will climb,’ 

The Editor sat in his sanctum, and brought down his 
fist with a thump : 

* God bless: that old farmer,’ he muttered, ‘ he’s a regular 
Editor’s trump.’ 

And ’tis thus with our noble profession, and thus it will 
ever be: still 

There.are some who appreciate its labours, and some 
who perhaps never will. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 


--—- -—-— 


ANNUAL REGISTRATION. 
Dear Stir, 
In your paper I see Sir H. Simpson proposes to take 
a leaf from the Pharmaceutical Society—and that every 
member shall subseribe £1 1s. per annum; but he 
does not tell you of the advantages they receive for it. 
A weekly number of the Journal of the Society is sent 
to all members free; they can have books from the 
Library ; there is a Benevolent fund. They also do 
what the Royal C.V.8. do not; they do not tallow 
Registered Chemists and Druggists to call themselves 
Pharmaceutical Chemists unless they pass an examina- 
tion. This is what the R.C.V.S. should do, not allow 
Registered Existing Practitioners to call themselves 
Veterinary Surgeons, nor allow them to act as Veteri- 
nary Inspectors or as other Public Officers; Neither 
should they allow Chemists to prepare Veterinary Medi- 
cines and puff them for nearly every disease—which they 
know nothing about. I should also like to see more 
Country Veterinary Surgeons on the Council; there is 
many a country Practioner who would be an ornamert 
as well as a valuable addition to the Board. I think 
also the expenses should be paid for attending the 
meetings of the Council. 
Yours truly, B. Eaeietron, M.R.C.V.S. 
And Pharmaceutical Chemist, 


THE RS.P.C.A, AND THE R.V.S. 
IR, 


In your retrospect of 1890 you referred to the action 
of the R.S.P.C.A., in certain cases where practitioners 
were defendants, and seemed rather to doubt \if the 
Society were so constituted as to give proper consideration 
to veterinary interests. According to your note only 
Professor Pritchard now remains a member of the 
Society’s Committee. 1 believe this is incorrect and 
that there are three members of our profession on the Com- 
mittee. It is true that Dr. Fleming resigned his posi- 
tion and stated in his “Journal” that he had done so 
but he really retains the important position he has held 
solong. I think this fact should be known and the 
profession may be content that their voice is heard at 
the Society’s deliberations. : 

Yours obediently, ANTI- VIVISECTION. 


[We have enquired, and learn from the highest au- 
thority that we were wrong. We intended no unfair 
criticism of the R.S.P.C.A., and founded our remarks 
upon a published statement of Dr. Fleming’s, that 1 
consequence of the East Grinstead case he had retired 
from his position in the Society. | We now find that 
Professor Pritchard, Dr. Fleming and P.V.S. Lambert 
are on the Committee of the Society, and our interests 
ought therefore to be safe. | Why Dr. Fleming should 
not have given the same publicity to his renewa' 
office as to his retirement we cannot say, unless he really 
believes the statement he made at the Meeting of Cout 
cil in November last, that “ When a man changes his 
mind I begin to enquire his reasons, and unless he 4? 
give good reasons for so doing I put him down s* 
humbug.”’—Ep.] 
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